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On the contrary, Barcelona is one of the largest and most populous cities m all Spam, fortified with "bastions , one side thei eof is secui ad by the sea, and the other by a strong lor-tification called Monjouick The place is of so large a circumference, that thirty thousand men would scarce suffice to foim the lines of en cumvallation It once resisted tor many months an army of that force ; and is almost at the greatest distance from England of any place belonging to that monai chy
This short description of these two places will appear highly necessaiy, if it be considered, that no person without it, would be able to judge of the design which the Earl of Peter-boiow intended to pursue, when he first took the aichduke abodi d the fleet Nevertheless, the earl now found himself undei necessity of quitting that noble design, upon his receipt of 01 dei & f i om England, while he lay in the bay of Altea, to pioceed dnectly to Catalonia, to which the aichduke, as well as many sea and land officers, were most inclined, and the Prince oi Hesse moie than all the rest
On leceiving those ordeis, the Eail ol Peterborow seemed to be of opinion that, fiom an attempt which he thought undui a probability of success, he was condemned to undertake \\ hat was next to an impossibility of effecting, since nothing appealed to him so injudicious as an attempt upon Baicelona A place at such a distance from receiving any leinfbi cement or lelief, the only place m which the Spaniards had a Damson of icgular forces , and those in number rather exceeding the airny lie was to undertake the siege with, was enough to cool the aidoui of a peison of less penetration and swal than what the earl had on all occasions demonstiated. Wheieas, if the gcneitil, <ib he intended, luid made an immediate mauhto Madrid, jiftei he had secured Valencia and the towns adjacent, which weie all ready to submit and declaim lor King Ohailes 3 01, if otheiwise inclined, had it not m then powei to make any consideiable resistance, to which, if it be added, that he could have mules and horses immediately piovided fbi him in what number lie pleased, together with carnages necebsaiy foi aitilleiy, baggage, and ammunition , m few days he could have forced King Philip out of Madnd, whetc ho had BO little force to oppose him And as there was nothing in his way to prevent or obstuict his maxcluug tluthei, it 13 haid to conceive any other pait King